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times. So patent is the inhibitory effect of circumscription,
whether on grounds of personal or class prerogative or on
grounds of national segregation, that even the statesmen of
these German principalities, whose segregation appears to
have been the sole end of their existence, were reluctantly
brought to realise the futility of trying to live in and by
the modern economic system as industrially and commer-
cially segregated communities. Concessively, with much re-
'serve and by tardy expedients, the States that got their ma-
terial means of life from the industry of the German people
drew together into the Customs Union, presently after into
the North-German Confederation, and finally into the Em-
pire. The good effects of this move, in the way of height-
ened efficiency and therefore of material prosperity, are
well enough known, and they have been shown with suffi-
cient publicity and commendation by many writers compe-
tent to speak of such matters. The most striking item in the
reform so wrought is the removal of tariff frontiers and
similar interstitial obstacles to trade and communication.
This furtherance of trade and industry by the statesmen
was almost wholly of a negative or permissive sort, in that
it consisted in the removal of restrictions previously en-
forced 5 and the like continues to be true of the Imperial
policy in trade and industry down to a late date in Bis-
marck's administration. The good effects are traceable to
the removal of obstacles. Which suggests that a farther pur-
suit of the same policy should have had similarly good
effects in increasing the efficiency of German industry, such,
e.g., as the total abolition of the frontier, in respect of eco-
nomic regulations of all kinds. The retention of the frontier